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Dear Heisey Collectors of America,  
 

 I hope that you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday! Did you 
celebrate traditions new and old using your stunning collections of 

Heisey glass? I hope to see pictures and hear all about it! I know I 
gave thanks this year for all of the many blessings in my life. Among 

them were family, dear friends and an organization that brings them 
all together. Iõm so grateful to all of you for the blessings you bestow 
on HCA, and the friendship you have offered me since I became 

active in it.  
 

 In some ways it feels like Christmas has already come this year 
thanks to the many generous donations made by our members and 

study clubs. As you well know, it takes a lot to keep our museum 
looking so beautiful. The necessary upkeep and upgrades to keep us current would not 
be possible without these amazing gifts. The largest this year is from the Great Plains 

Study Club who made a sizable donation to Michaelõs Dreams campaign to replace the 
carpeting in galleries one and two. Iõm so grateful for the gifts large and small that you 

have bestowed on our museum. A new security system for the museum, lighting 
upgrades for the warehouse, a new forklift to manage the moulds, funds for the 
digitalization of the archives, and contributions to the Endowment & Operating funds 

are among the highlights. I know some of you have shared with me that you have your 
eyes on some special pieces for the collection. Others have donated their glass to stock 
the Museum Shop and to raise money at our Auctions. You have shared your expertise 

in newsletter articles. Many of you have baked cookies for events at our Museum. You 
have chosen to spend your dollars in the Museum Shop, and you have given the 

precious gift of your time. All of these contributions keep our Museum healthy and 
vibrant. I thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for each and every one!  
 

   Have you finished decorating your home for the holidays? I have seen some lovely 

pictures of Heisey in use already, but I havenõt completed mine yet. I can tell you 
though that your museum looks very festive! Thanks to the efforts of the Dayton and 
Buckeye study clubs we were ready for Santa and Mrs. Claus to visit the Louise Ream 

Library on the December 7 th . We hope you stopped by for a photo or maybe some punch 
and cookies? The Clauses were there from 11am until 3pm, with free photos starting at 

1pm. Weõll have punch cup crafts and sweet refreshments on the lower level during that 
time. Then things moved up to the King House for the candlelight walking tour from 
5pm to 8pm. This was a great time to bring your friends and family to visit the museum 

or maybe to start a new tradition with the children in your life or the friends youõve 
known since childhood. Santa doesnõt discriminate between the young and young at 

heart. He only wants you to love Heisey!  
 

 I wish you all a very happy holiday, and I look forward to the new year! Merry Merry!  
 

                  Xoxo - Emie   
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I/! .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ  
169 W. Church Street 

Newark, Ohio 43055 

Phone: 740-345-2932 

Fax: 740-345-9638 

www.HeiseyMuseum.org 

 

Director - Curator 

Jack Burriss, ext. 4 

curator@HeiseyMuseum.org 

     

¶ Building Use Opportunities 

¶   Collection / Displays 

¶     Community Involvement  

¶     Donations & Fundraising  

¶     Educational / School Outreach  

¶     Employment / Internships  

¶     Heisey News / Heisey News Ads 

¶   Public Relations  

  

Membership  

Susan Bruah, ext. 1 

membership@HeiseyMuseum.org 

¶     Changes in Contact Information  

¶     HCA Membership Information  

¶     Registration for Special Events  

¶     Study Club Information  

 
Financial Coordinator  
Anna Campbell, ext. 3 
business@HeiseyMuseum.org 

¶  Accounting 

¶  Billing and receiving 
 

Member Guest Services 

Clerk@HeiseyMuseum.org 

Becky Bentz, ext. 2 

Kelly Haist, ext. 2 

Rochelle Steinberg, ext. 2  

Cheryl Varrasso, ext 2 

Tina Wells,  ext.2 

 

Newsletter 

newsletter@heiseymuseum.org 

 

National Heisey Glass Museum 

Heisey Collectors of America, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation (tax-exempt status), owns and  operates 
the National Heisey Glass Museum. Open year 
round, Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Sunday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., closed  holidays. 

Other hours by appointment. 

 

We will be closed both Monday & Tuesday for  

January and February  of  2019 

 

Members  admitted  free.  

Regular admission $5. (children 18 & under free) 

(effective January 1, 2018) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Heisey Easter Egg Hunt 
April 11, 2020 
Newark, OH 

 
Spring Benefit Auction 
April 17 & 18, 2020 
Newark, OH 

 
HCA National Convention 

June 17  -  20, 2020 
Newark, OH 

 
Dick Marsh Memorial Car Show 

July 26, 2020 
Newark, OH 

 
Dave Spahr Fall Select Auction 

and 
Percy Moore Weekend 
October 16 - 17, 2020 

Cover 
caption ! 

On our cover, 
please enjoy the 
celebratory Holiday 
Table set with 

Heiseyôs Plantation 
with Ivy etch and 
Wedgewoodôs 
Napoleon Ivy. 
May you enjoy a 
Heisey set table for 
the Season. 
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Words From Your Director ñ Curator   
It is that most wonderful time of the year here at our National Heisey Glass Museum, 
not that other times are not good as well, however there is that holiday magic in the 
air ! Our recent open house went very well on top of a successful end of the year 
board meeting and  with some icing of  a new event ( Santa plate painting ) that could 
not have gone better. 
 

The Dayton Area and Buckeye Collectors Clubs did their usual and much appreciated 
job of  holiday decorating in preparation for the season and our traditional open 
house. Marilyn and Dick Smith very kindly loaned us their extensive collection of 
caroling figures that added much to the festive atmosphere here and Michael Maher 
bestowed our fountain and outdoor planters in blue lights and fresh greens. The 
morning of the open house found the lower level filled with children and their 

families excitedly working on their own Heisey punch cup craft kits and exercising coloring skills all while 
enjoying cookies and youth punch. Volunteer bakers had us well supplied with homemade treats that we were 
most thankful for (see page 10). All of you would be happy to see whole tables full of returning families that 
have made our day part of their family tradition. Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived around noon for free pictures, 
candy cane give-away and more fun. Our Louise Ream Library with its own special decorations designed by 
the Kilgores and a cheerful fire burning in the fireplace makes such a perfect setting for children to share their 
Christmas dreams with the big bearded man in red. I overheard one young boy telling his brother ñYou know 
this is the real Santa !ò 
 

In the evening the lights were dimmed, candles lit, and our famous Mock Champagne Punch (see page 15) as 
well as hot appetizers and more delicious cookies are served in the King House. We very much missed Mary 
Ann Spahrôs angelic harp playing this year, however, local harpist Olivia Claggett did an excellent job of 
filling the air with the soft sounds of the season for three hours. Every year it is my wish that all of you were 
able to enjoy and see the pleasure that so many experience while receiving some of our best Heisey hospitality. 
So many graciously volunteer to help in putting our best foot forward and offering those special touches that 
make our guests want to return. 
 

The Tuesday after the open house again found our lower level beaming with happy childrenôs voices. Michael, 
Linda, and I have planned out a series of special events to introduce some new faces to our fantastic Museum. 
For this our second activity, guests were invited to paint a plate for Santaôs cookies. There were some 
suggested designs as well as many original creations that were painted on the back of a non-Heisey glass plate 
and then baked to make food safe. There were so many young parents and small children, as well as other 
adults here that we used all of the blanks that we had. One of my personal favorites was a little boy who 
painted on his creation ñ Santa STOP Here ñ ! 
 

Fast away the old year passes as they say and we have so much to be THANKFUL for and such a good 2020 to 
look forward to here at OUR HEISEY MUSEUM. In January or February our much anticipated and greatly 
appreciated new carpeting is scheduled to be installed giving us a fresh face to start the New Year off with and 
a very exciting schedule as well. 
 

On Behalf of all of your staff here 
I wish you a Merry Christmas 

Happy Holidays 
All the BEST in 2020 

And may this be the year that you find the HEISEY you seek !!!!!!!! 
In Thanks, 
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Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________ State ____________________________ Zip _______________ 

Pick up ____________    Ship order ________________ ($9.75 + 7.25% sales tax in Ohio) 

Total $______________________ Date shipped _____________ Check _______ Visa _______ M/C _______ Discover _______ 

Card #_______________________________________Exp. Date ________________________________ Sec. Code __________    

_________ Crystal $30.            _________Zircon $30.               _________Opal $40.           _________Hawthorne $35.   
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Reprinted from Heisey News, March, 1972 

PROFILES of FORMER HEISEY EMPLOYEES #3 
Joe Wharton 

 By Evelyn M. Allen 
 
Joe Wharton was born in Barnesville, Ohio, August 30, 
1900. He first went to work at the age of 15 years at the 
Lotus Cut Glass Co., Barnesville, Ohio, at a starting 
salary of 10Â an hour. He learned to cut glass and ended 
his apprenticeship in 1920, and by this time his salary had 
increased to $27.00 per week. In 1920 he went to work at 
the Cambridge, Ohio, Glass plant as a cutter and 
engraver. At this time they had 35 cutters and polishers.  
 
During lay-offs at the Cambridge plant Joe worked at 
Huntington Tumbler Co. in 1930 and Viking Glass (then 
known as New Martinsville Glass Co.) in 1927.  
 
In 1935 Joe was contacted by Emil Krall and offered a job 
with the Heisey Co. in Newark, and decided to take a 
cutting job at this plant. The reason Joe gave me for 
leaving the Cambridge area and coming to Heisey was 
that he had heard it was a good company and he had 
always had the desire to work here. He says on arriving 
here and working he found everything to be true that he 
had ever heard of the working conditions, the quality of 
the glass and treatment of employees. The skilled 
mechanics were some of the best in the country. He says 
Mr. Krall was one of the worldôs best engravers and he 
really enjoyed working with him.  
 

Joe has worked with 150 to 200 cutting stones of different sizes. Being a very good cutter and enjoying 
his work immensely, Joe purchased a lathe the very day he retired from the Heisey plant and still used 
it in his home as a hobby. One remark made by Joeôs daughter was, ñIôll bet Mother is the only woman 
who owns cut glass jelly jars.ò I have noticed the different times I have been in the home that every 
piece of glass Mrs. Wharton touches is cut.  
 
Joe left the Heisey plant in 1950 and went to work for Westinghouse and held different jobs such as 
storekeeper, packer, and toe-motor driver.  
 
His favorite glass, as of most cutters, of course is crystal. When I asked the Whartons if their children 
appreciated their small collection, Mrs. Wharton told me they always go to the china closet when they 
come into the house and remark how lovely it is. Once, when teasing her daughter, Mrs. Wharton said, 
ñIf I ever need the money I am going to sell some of this glass.ò The daughter immediately replied, 
ñOver my dead body.ò I guess this says enough as to how she feels about the glass. All of Mr. 
Whartonôs work consists of his own patterns. Part of the glass cuttersô code is not to copy the work of 
others. He does his cutting now for his family and close friends as gifts. Some of his transformations 
are a sculptural fish bowl from a vinegar jar and a decorative vase from a champagne bottle. Many of 
the more complex patterns take from four to five hours of cutting and polishing. His own cuttings were 
displayed at the Newark Ohio State University Branch in December 1969 and Newark people enjoyed 
looking over his wares.  
 
With the experience of working on glass from several companies, Joe says that the quality of Heisey 
glass was outstanding and a pleasure to cut.  
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Joe Wharton is married to the former Lucille Lawyer and 
they have two children. A son, Gary Lee, is an attorney in 
Columbus, Ohio, and a daughter Betty Lou Frankenberry, is 
a housewife of Newark. They also have a white angora cat. 
The Whartons belong to St. Johnôs United Church of Christ 
and Joe belongs to the Masonic Lodge. His hobby is fishing 
and, as you already know, ñcuttingò glass.  
 
Mr. Wharton made one request from the Heisey News and 
this is it: ñIf any of the old glass cutters read this, I send my 
best and if ever in Newark, Ohio, stop and see me.ò  
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Christmas at the Museum  
  

 

 
 
.ǳŎƪŜȅŜ IŜƛǎŜȅ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ /ƭǳō 

 

 5ŀȅǘƻƴ !ǊŜŀ IŜƛǎŜȅ  /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ /ƭǳō 

 
                   Sharon Athey 
 
                   Lisa Blackstone 
 
                   Linda Greenwood 
 
                   Cheryl Hoskins 
 
                   Carolyn Maher 
 
                   Dick & Marilyn Smith 
  
                   Norman Thran  
              
                    Cheryl Varrasso 
 

               Becky Bentz 
 
               Jay & Julie Goletz 
 
               Marianne Henderson 
 
               Walter Ludwig 
 
               Debbie Poling 
 
               Mary Ann Spahr 
 
               Tina Wells 

THANK YOU  
To our creative  

C O O K I E    B A K E R S  

ŦƻǊ  ƳŀƪƛƴƎ  ƻǳǊ  aǳǎŜǳƳ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ  ǘƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ 



 

 

 

 

IŜƛǎŜȅ bŜǿǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмф   ǇŀƎŜ ςмм 

 Kelly 

Cheryl 

Tina 

Becky 

Anna  Rochelle 

 Susan Jack 

Happy New Year 

Merry Christmas 
   

 
 

The Heisey Animals Book on sale in The Museum Shop  
for just $5.00 each,  recently acquired ñoldò stock 

This book is no longer being printed 
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